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The Atlanta Compromise Speech is a newspaper document authored by Booker T. Washington sourced from Louis R. Harlan book, The Booker T. Washington papers. Washington articulated his speech at the Cotton States as well as the International Exposition in Atlanta, Georgia. The speech was delivered on September 18, 1985. The Atlanta Compromise Speech was the first to be delivered by an African-American to a racially mixed mass although the Whites were many than the Blacks. The central thesis in Washington's speech was finding common ground between Whites and Blacks through racial cooperation. 
In support of his thesis, the author advised the African Americans not to campaign for social and political balance in return for the chances to acquire education as well as participating in economic development. In the speech, Washington exemplified his beliefs on the blacks. Throughout the speech, he expresses the metaphor, "cast down your bucket where you are." In the metaphor, he was explaining the importance of the blacks remaining in South Atlanta and working hard to improve their lives without getting in trouble with the Whites. In other words, he believed the black could do well independently without agitating for political and social powers. Therefore, the author portrayed his willingness to appease the Whites and his belief on the Blacks.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Washington, Booker T. "1895 Atlanta Compromise Speech." In The Booker T. Washington papers, by Louis R. Harlan, 583-587. Urbana, Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 1974.] 

In addressing the Whites, he reiterated the metaphor, "cast down your bucket." He explained the Need for peaceful interaction between the Whites and the Blacks. Though greatly overlooked, the Blacks importance to the Whites of the South was immense. The blacks used to till the lands cleared the forests, constructed cities and railroads without labour wars and strikes. To show the importance of unity, Washington asserted people could interact closely in all things that are purely social and cannot allow themselves to be as separate as fingers when in one hand. According to the author, in return for Blacks remaining peaceful as well as socially disconnected, the White population needed to admit the task of improving economic and social conditions of the Blacks.
The evident contradiction of Washington's goal of finding common ground through racial cooperation is that throughout the speech he speaks about segregation of the two groups. In the speech, he promised the audience that the African Americans would work independently and submit to the white political rules as long as they are guaranteed primary education. In addition, the author affirmed that the Blacks would not agitate for justice, equality and equality. Further, he asserted that Blacks would do everything and take advantage of the knowledge of labour instead of their inadequate knowledge of the arts.
Another evident contradiction is that the speech seemed the surrender for the fight of equality. Despite the fact that Washington was trying to bring the racial balance, in my opinion, the speech was a way of surrendering the fight of justice. From the speech, it is apparent that despite the fact that slavery had been abolished some years before, it seemed African American worked as slaves and lived and were experiencing tough political, social and economic conditions.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Washington, Booker T. "1895 Atlanta Compromise Speech." In The Booker T. Washington papers, by Louis R. Harlan, 583-587. Urbana, Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 1974.] 

In summation, it is apparent that the author was successful in supporting his thesis by asserting that unity in diversity could be achieved in the racially divided society. Washington had managed to articulate his thoughts to the audience. As a Black, he said that the African Americans were ready to be segregated and submit to the White legal rule in the pursuit to appease the whites and in return, the White should improve the Blacks economic position. The importance of Washington's speech is critical to history as it shows Black's commitment to getting vocational education over political and social advantages.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Washington, Booker T. "1895 Atlanta Compromise Speech." In The Booker T. Washington papers, by Louis R. Harlan, 583-587. Urbana, Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 1974.] 
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